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Items of Interest Regarding Alabama
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 Except in some of the undrained
marshes and lowlands along the rivers the
climate is healthful; the average tempera-
ture ranges from 60° in the north to 67°
in the south, and the annual rainfall va-
ries from fifty-four to sixty-three inches.
The prevailing winds are from the
south.
Snow falls rarely in January and
February, but almost never in the south-
ern part of the state.
As regards soil, Alabama may be di-
vided into four parts: first, the outer
belt of the Coastal Plain, also called the
"Timber Belt," extending from the Gulf
northward for 150 miles, with poor, sandy
soil, which responds well to fertilization;
second, the inner belt of the Coastal Plain,
generally called the "Cotton Belt," with
black soil, rich in limestone and marl;
third, the mineral region, with surface of
varying fertility, the best coming from
granites, sandstones and limestones;
fourth, the "Cereal Belt," including the
Tennessee Valley, whose richest soils are
red clays and dark loams.
Because of migration of people to the
cities, the number of farms has decreased.
In the production of peaches, melons,
strawberries, sweet potatoes and sugar
cane, Alabama takes high rank.
The chief features of Alabama's indus-
trial life since the second decade of the
present century have been the vast de-
velopment of its iron and coal resources,
the amazing increase in hydroelectric
power, and the development of the cotton
and textile industries.
Coal was first discovered in 1834; by
1840 the production was 946 tons; to-day
it is more than 20,000,000 tons a year,
placing Alabama fifth in value and sixth
in amount among the states of the Union.
G-old, silver, lead, copper and tin have
been found, not all in sufficient quantity
for commercial development. The marble,
graphite and bauxite deposits a-re becom-
ing of great commercial value.
The capital invested in manufacturing
industries has risen from $10,000,000 in
 1880 to $455,600,000, and the value of
the products has increased even more
rapidly.
Alabama ranks second in the manufac-
ture of coke, which is manufactured
chiefly for use in the iron and steel in-
dustry.
The annual output of sawed timber is
worth about $60,000,000 of which eighty
per cent is in yellow pine.
Alabama ranks third in turpentine and
rosin products.
Since 1900 the number of cotton mills
has multiplied four times and the output
more than five times.
Over $10,000,000 has been spent by the
United States government in order to im-
prove the waterways and the harbor of
Mobile, the only seaport in the state; the
potential navigable mileage of rivers is
2,000 miles.
The principal railways are the Mobile
& Ohio, the Southern, the Louisville &
Nashville, the Frisco System, the Sea-
board Air Line, Atlantic Coast Line, and
Central of Georgia.
The percentage of illiterates declined
from fifty-one per cent in 1880 to about
12 per cent in 1930.
Questions
What is the area of Alabama? Use
Alabama (approximately 50,000 square
miles) as a unit of area for the measure-
ment of other states and of foreign coun-
tries.
What per cent of the total population
is negro?
Describe briefly the physical divisions
of the state.
Name the principal rivers.
What kinds of soils are found in Ala-
bama?
What are the four main divisions of
the state as regards soil?
How does Alabama rank in the produc-
tion o£ turpentine and rosin products?
How many miles of railway are there
in the state? Name four of the impor-
tant railways.
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